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such stages has been discovered affords a strong argument,
though not, of course, a proof, that American civilization
was not developed in America.
Now to our second point, that the culture of America is,
or rather was, fundamentally ill-balanced. While it is not
suggested that the originators of an invention are always
those who bring it to perfection, or that progressive societies
progress equally all along the line, it appears to be the fact
that in societies in which any advance is taMng place, there
is a general advance towards the limits of their own particular
cultural horizon. The centres of ancient civilization, those
in which we have reason to believe that inventions were
made, Babylon, Elam, Egypt, the Indus Valley, Greece,
China, all of them reached, whether through their own
efforts or through borrowing, a general level of culture in
all respects above that of savages. Those societies^ on the
other hand, which have invented nothing for themselves,
but owe their culture to reminiscences or occasional injec-
tions of civilization, such as we have good reason to consider
those of Negro Africa or Polynesia, exhibit great contrasts
between marked development in some directions, and a
complete lack of it in others.
Judged by this criterion, the cultures of Middle America
must be placed in the latter, that is the lower dass. There
were highly complex systems of social organization; great
proficiency in building and carving; an advanced calendar;
and a highly developed system of picture-writing. But no
Old-World culture which was so highly developed in these
respects was so backward in others. The Americans had
a highly developed agriculture, and domestic animals, but
no plough; a knowledge of copper-working, but not of iron-
working; various types of boat, but no sea-going
sledges and travoises, but no wheeled vehicles; bows bat
not cross-bows; stone houses, but no dumneys; die pad*-
quern> but not the rotary quem. On the suppodtfon

